
Upon completion of this educational activity, you will be able to: 
• Identify approaches for integrating food access and nutrition support into healthcare delivery.
• Describe partnership models that connect healthcare organizations with community - based food 

and nutrition resources.
• Apply strategies for incorporating food and nutrition interventions into efforts to address social 

drivers of health and improve patient outcomes.
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Eskenazi Health Center - Indianapolis 

• Eskenazi Health Center Grande
• Eskenazi Health Center Grassy Creek
• Eskenazi Health Center Pecar
• Eskenazi Health Center Blackburn
• Eskenazi Health Center Primary Care
• Eskenazi Health Center Pedigo
• Eskenazi Health Center Westside
• Eskenazi Health Center W. 38th Street
• Eskenazi Health Center N. Illinois St.



Universal Screening: 
System Wide SDOH Screening Infrastructure

*33 year old patient with severe hypertension, h/o aortic dissection and h/o cardiac arrest,  and end stage renal disease 
who in the past 6 months has had 56 ED visits and 16 hospitalizations. What if we had screened for SDOH/HRSN earlier 
and fully supported their unmet social needs?



”Closing the Loop ” at Eskenazi Health 
Center

Callahan et al. Building the infrastructure to integrate social care in a safety net health system.  AJPH. 2024



Food Is Medicine: Universal Screening
Food Insecurity Screening- “Hunger Vital Signs”



Eskenazi Health Center 
Food Insecurity Screening
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*118,449 patients screening 
for food insecurity in 2025

*



Eskenazi Health Food is Medicine Timeline

Asking and Listening (Screening)-

• 2019 Food Insecurity Screening in EMR

• 2022 SNAP Enrollment Screening



Universal Response to Positive SDOH 
Screens

Passive referrals:
• AVS Resource Sheet
• FFYM market/pantry hybrid $30 

Voucher
Active referrals:
• Internal food resources 

(ProduceRX, Medically Tailored 
Meals, etc)

• Dietitians, CHW, SNAP Outreach, 
Nutrition Programming, Lifestyle 
Medicine ect

• FindHelp! Referrals or Direct CBO 
Referral 

• Referral to EHC co-located food 
pantry or G2G Food



Eskenazi Health Center Food Access Resources

• Crooked Creek Food Pantry
FQHC site + Food Pantry 11 years in 
Operation
• Gleaners Food Bank
Gleaners to Go Food Distributions and 
Home Grocery Delivery
• Eskenazi Health Fresh for You Markets 
(Market/Pantry Hybrid) Food Access Model
• Neighborhood Market Model

+ extensive collaboration with local food access partners



Crooked Creek Food Pantry
• Opened February 11, 2015
• Partnership of  Eskenazi Health, Corteva AgriSciences, St. Luke’s United 

Methodist Church and Gleaners Food Bank of Indiana
• Located at Eskenazi Health Center Pecar
• 3rd largest food pantry in Marion County
• Serving ~6,000+ families/monthly (75,000/yr)
• Utilizes over 180 volunteers per week
• Distributes around 40% produce



EHC Food Is Medicine with Crooked Creek 
Food Pantry since 2019

Dieticians, Physicians, 
Medical Assistants, Health 
Coaches and Food Pantry 
Volunteers come together for 
FIM group visits inside 
Crooked Creek Food Pantry.

Reinoso et al. Addressing Food Insecurity: Lessons Learned from Co-Locating a Food Pantry with a Federally Qualified 
Health Center. Int J Integr Care. 2022



Gleaners Food Bank Partnership:
 Gleaners 2 Go Food Distributions

• Eskenazi Health Partnership 
with Gleaners Food Bank

• 3 participating Health Centers
• Weekly food distributions at 

Health Centers
• Weekly home deliveries (all 

Health Centers)
• Custom ordered groceries 





Food is Medicine: Responding
Fresh for You Market

• Pantry- $30 dollar 
vouchers for 
patients that screen 
positive for food 
insecurity 

• Market- Traditional 
market grocery 
sales contribute to 
fund voucher 
program

• Nutrition- Nutrition 
education and 
programming 
opportunities

• Accepting SNAP
• Accepting “Fresh for You Market 

Vouchers”



Food is Medicine: Eskenazi Health FFYM on 
Wheels

• Approximately 1,400 redemptions/month
• Voucher Spend per month approximately 44K for food alone
• ~25% redemption rate 



Patient completes 
food insecurity 

screening

Patient receives
AVS information

Patient receives referral to 
Dietitian, CHW, Social Work,

SNAP Outreach etc

Patient redeems voucher
for Fresh for You Market or 

Indy Fresh Market

Patient receives food voucher

Workflow changes
Cultural changes
Technical changes

New Pantry 
Resources

Workforce Expansion

Technical Innovation-
Automated Food Vouchers

Closed Loop Capture back into EHR

A unique serial number 
identifier for a specific 
patient visit or encounter



Indy Fresh Market Partnership
• Indy Fresh Market is a small 

independent grocery adjacent 
to a health center located in a 
“food desert”

• EHC Grassy Creek and EHC 
Grande Voucher Recipients 
have additional voucher 
redemption location option

• Increased Indy Fresh Market 
community utilization

• Increased voucher utilization 
rates (doubled)

• Closed-Loop data model



KPCA Conference
Food is Medicine 

September 29, 2026

Dr. Swannie Jett, DrPH, MSc, MHA
Chief Executive Officer
Park DuValle Community Health Centers
Past President for National Association of County and City Health Officials



 Dr. Swannie Jett
• Doctor of Public Health with an 

emphasis in Preventative 
Medicine
• University of Kentucky

• Master of Science in Bio-
Systems Engineering
• University of Tennessee

• Master of Health Care 
Administration
• Suffolk University

• Bachelor of Science in 
Agriculture 
Statistics/Engineering
• Tennessee State University



Recent work history
• In 2021, became CEO of Park DuValle CHC
• In 2017, Brookline Public Health in MA.
• In 2015, appointed President of the National 

Association of County and City Health Officials 
(NACCHO).

• Appointed as Health Officer for the Florida 
Department of Health in Seminole County (DOH-
Seminole) in April 2013. Dual appointment with the 
county.

• 2009-2013, Health Commissioner, Bullitt Co. KY
• Retired LTC in the Arkansas Air National Guard, leading 

the Public Health and BIO Office.



Upon completion of this educational activity, you will be able 
to: 
• Identify approaches for integrating food access and nutrition 
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• Describe partnership models that connect healthcare 
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resources.
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CASH SAVER GROCERY
2023 



Food is Medicine

• MacKenzie Scott Donation 

• My dream to the board

• Purchased the cash saver

• No plumbing, no HVAC, no electrical

• Renovations

36



Food is Medicine

• Food pantry

• Farmer’s space leased (12,000 sq ft)

• Commercial kitchen

• Local events

• RX scripts/Chronic Disease Management Program

37



Food is Medicine 







Food is Medicine

• Food pantry collaboration with Dare to Care

• Collaboration with local chefs and the American Heart Association

• Collaboration with Feeding America

• Over 2,000 people served since the July 18th opening
41



COMMUNITY

COLLABORATION
INNOVATION

RESPONSIVENESS

EXCELLENCE



The citizens who needed the greatest 
assistance were fragile. The burden of 
Health Care and Public Health for the 

disadvantaged populations in our society 
does not just lie within a community or a 

state, but, within our Nation. 



THANK YOU!

Dr. Swannie Jett, DrPH, 
MSc, MHA

Chief Executive Officer
Sjett@pdchc.org

502-439-0409
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